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Lease, then to retain the neutrality act, then to declare war, thus taking all sides."
New England has or had some remarkable folk in the House of Representatives too. Consider Congressman Joseph W. (Joe) Martin Jr., of Massachusetts, for long the minority leader and scheduled to be the new Speaker in 1947, who has as purely negative a record as any important man in Washington; consider a group of men and women like Chester E. Merrow of New Hampshire, Margaret Chase Smith of Maine, Charles A. Plumley of Vermont, Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts, and Robert Hale of Maine; consider John W. McCor-mack, the ex-majority leader and the first Roman Catholic in history to have held that post, whose brother is a South Boston publican with the nickname Knocko; and consider that lovely, spectacular, and very useful lady Clare Boothe Luce.
During the 1946 debate on the British loan McCormack had a slight brush with Representative Gordon L. McDonough of California:
Mr. McDonough: Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?
Mr. McCormack: I yield.
Mr. McDonough: What I have in mind is this: There is more of a desirability to have an association between the British and the Americans, politically and financially, than with any other nation on the face of the earth: is that the gentleman's contention ?
Mr. McCormack: What does the gentleman think?
Mr. McDonough: I am asking the gentleman.
Mr. McCormack: What does the gentleman think?
Mr. McDonough: The gentleman from Massachusetts is speaking.
Mr. McCormack: What does the gentleman think?
Mr. McDonough: I am asking you,
Mr. McCormack: What does the gentleman think?
Mr. McDonough: I think there is.
Mr. McCormack: Then all right. I will not challenge the gentleman's answer to his own question.
Mr. McDonough: The gentleman ought to be fair and give us his opinion.
Mr. McCormack: I said I did not challenge the gentleman's own answer to his question.
Mr. McDonough: Then there is a political significance?
Mr. McCormack: There is no political significance about this as intended. The gentleman, I am sure, is capable of drawing a distinction between intent and results.
Mr. McDonough: Is this a gift?
Mr. McCormack: Why, the gentleman now shifts. Of course, it is not.
Mr. McDonough: Is it a loan?
Mr. McCormack: Why, the gentleman knows it is.